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AMERICA’S SBDC IOWA HELPS IOWA BUSINESSES GET ONLINE 
SBDC Assists Iowa Secretary of State and Google With New Partnership to Benefit Iowa Businesses 
 
AMES, Iowa – America’s SBDC Iowa (SBDC) is aiding the Iowa Secretary of State (SOS) and Google in 
helping Iowa businesses grow their online presence, so they can be found easier by consumers.  
 
Along with assisting business owners at the SOS booth at the Iowa State Fair, the SBDC is presenting 
workshops around the state called “Google - Let’s Put Our Cities on the Map.” To find the workshop nearest 
you, go to http://www.iowasbdc.org/workshop-calendar/.  
 
Below is the Iowa Secretary of State press release about this partnership.  
 
America’s SBDC Iowa is an outreach program of Iowa State University’s College of Business. Iowa State 
University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, ethnicity, religion, national origin, 
pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic information, sex, marital status, disability, or 
status as a U.S. veteran. Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to the Office of 
Equal Opportunity, 3350 Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, Tel. 515-294-7612, email 
eooffice@iastate.edu.   
 
Funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Small Business Administration, America’s 
SBDC Iowa has 15 regional assistance centers located strategically across the state. Since program 
inception in 1981, the SBDC has helped hundreds of thousands of Iowa businesses and entrepreneurs 
through no fee, confidential, customized, professional business counseling and practical, affordable 
training workshops.  
 
For more information on America’s SBDC Iowa programs or services, call (515) 294-2030 or visit 
www.iowasbdc.org, https://www.facebook.com/AmericasSBDCIowa or https://twitter.com/IowaSBDC.   
 
Press Contact:  
Tricia Janes, America’s SBDC Iowa, 515-294-2030, triciaj@iastate.edu  
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OFFICE OF THE IOWA SECRETARY OF STATE 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
CONTACT: Kevin Hall 
 
Communications Director 
 
(515) 725-2942 
 
MEDIA RELEASE: Iowa Secretary of State, Google form partnership to get businesses on the map 
 
DES MOINES - As part of an ongoing effort to promote and encourage entrepreneurship in Iowa, today Secretary 
of State Paul Pate announced a new partnership with Google to help small businesses get off the ground, grow 
their online presence and achieve success. New businesses in Iowa can take advantage of Google’s Let’s Put Our 
Cities on the Map program after they file with the Secretary of State’s Office. Existing businesses can utilize the 
resources to enhance their digital footprint. 
 
The partnership launched today in the Secretary of State’s booth at the Iowa State Fair, and business owners can 
visit the booth in the Varied Industries Building throughout the Fair to get started. 
 
As the first stop for businesses in the state, the Secretary of State wants potential new business owners to know 
there has never been a better time to start a business in Iowa. 
 
“My office is the business portal for Iowa,” Secretary Pate said. “Our goal is to work at the speed of business, not 
the speed of government, and we want small businesses to succeed. Last year we conducted a record number of 
new business filings in the state, surpassing the 20,000 mark. This partnership with Google will help these 
businesses get online and reach more customers. It will be a great asset for our state and our economy.” 
 
The program helps businesses get found on Google Search and Maps, secure domain names, build websites (with 
free webhosting for one year) and more. Secretary Pate’s office is now listed as an official partner of Google’s 
program. Businesses can find a link to small business resources on the Secretary of State’s website or at 
www.gybo.com/iowa-business<http://www.gybo.com/iowa-business>. 
 
“Four out of five consumers use search engines to find local information, yet only 37 percent of businesses have 
claimed their listing on a search engine,” said Whitney Cox, Small Business Outreach at Google. “Small businesses 
are the economic engine of local communities in Iowa. When they succeed, our communities do as well.” 
 
Throughout the Fair, representatives from America’s Small Business Development Centers (SBDC) will be on hand 
to help business owners learn how to use the online resources at the Secretary of State’s booth. 
 
“This partnership is a great opportunity to show the strong collaboration within our state to bring small 
businesses the very best assistance to help them grow and thrive,” said Lisa Shimkat, Iowa State Director of 
America’s SBDC. 
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Let’s Put Our Cities on the Map is a program that empowers communities to support their local businesses and 
encourage them to get on the map. Local businesses keep our communities strong; when we help them succeed 
on the web, they make our communities even stronger. Visit www.gybo.com/iowa-
business<http://www.gybo.com/iowa-business> to learn more about the program and get involved. 
 
### 
Kevin Hall 
Communications Director 
Office of Iowa Secretary of State Paul D. Pate 
(515) 725-2942 
Kevin.Hall@sos.iowa.gov 
SERVICE · PARTICIPATION · INTEGRITY 
[Facebook]<https://www.facebook.com/IASecretaryofState> [Twitter] <https://twitter.com/IowaSOS>  [LinkedIn] 
<https://www.linkedin.com/company/iowa-secretary-of-state> [Instagram] 
<https://instagram.com/iowasospaulpate/> [YouTube] 
<https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIeockCHC47J2xvZDfgTmew> [Map] <https://goo.gl/maps/gPXvg> 
 
[Iowa Secretary of State]<http://sos.iowa.gov/> 
sos.iowa.gov<http://sos.iowa.gov/> 
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